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• There is an expanding global outbreak of a respiratory illness caused by a novel (new) 

coronavirus. The disease the virus causes has been named COVID-19. 

o While most COVID-19 cases are associated with travel to or from China, person-to-person 

spread is now being reported in many other countries, including the United States. 

 

• In the North Georgia Health District, there is currently one presumptive positive case of 

COVID-19 in Cherokee County. In Georgia, there is now a total of nineteen presumptive 

cases of COVID-19 pending confirmatory testing, and there are twelve confirmed cases of 

COVID-19. Here is how it breaks down by counties: 

 

Confirmed COVID-19 (12) 

 

• Fulton County 3 

• Floyd County 2 

• Polk County 1 

• Cobb 2 

• Bartow 3 

• Lee 1 

 

 
 

Presumptive Positive COVID-19 (19)  
 

• Fulton 3  

• Cobb 6  

• Fayette 1  

• DeKalb 4  

• Gwinnett 2  

• Cherokee 1  

• Charlton 1  

• Lowndes 1 

 

• Elderly people and individuals with chronic medical conditions may have increased 

risk for COVID-19. 

 

• The North Georgia Health District is working with our local public health departments and partners 

in Cherokee, Fannin, Gilmer, Murray, Pickens and Whitfield counties and with state public health 

to review and update emergency plans. 

 

• The best prevention measures for any respiratory virus are: 

o Wash your hands often with soap and warm water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water 

are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

o Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 

o Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

o Stay home when you are sick. 

o Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 

o Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 



Talking Points: General Public and COVID-19 – page 2 
Issued 3/12/2020  

 

 

 

• If you have recently traveled to areas where there are ongoing outbreaks of COVID-19 and 

develop fever with cough and shortness of breath within 14 days of your travel, or if you have had 

contact with someone who is suspected to have COVID-19, stay home and call your health care 

provider or local health department right away. Be sure to call before going to a doctor’s office, 

emergency room, or urgent care center and tell them about your recent travel and your 

symptoms.  

 

• For the most accurate and timely information about COVID-19, go to the Georgia Department of Public 

Health website at dph.georgia.gov/novelcoronavirus or the CDC website at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov.  

 

• It is important to prepare for the potential of COVID-19 in the same way you prepare for severe 

weather or other events that could disrupt your normal routine. 

 

• Make a plan and discuss it with your family. What would you do if you could not go to work or 

school because of illness? What if your daycare provider was ill? How would you get groceries if 

you were ill? These are all questions to think about.  

 

• It is normal to be concerned about a new virus. 

o Being uncertain and anxious about COVID-19 is normal, especially with reports of illness and 

death in other places. 
  

o It is important to understand the risk of influenza is much higher than the risk of COVID-19 in 

Georgia right now. We urge anyone who has not yet been vaccinated against the flu to get 

vaccinated right away. Check with your private provider or with your county health 

department in Cherokee, Fannin, Gilmer, Murray, Pickens or Whitfield County… log onto the 

North Georgia Health District website at www.nghd.org for your county health department’s 

contact information.  

 

 

 

 

  


